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The Explorers, from Cartier to the La Verendryes.    The Iroquois
Wars.   French and British Rivalry.

A RCHEOLOGISTS AND BOTANISTS have proved to their
./l^own satisfaction that the Scandinavian sea-robbers,
the Vikings, fared in their wanderings as far as America,
and that they even established settlements on that
continent. To them, then, must be given credit for the
discovery of America five or six centuries before
Christopher Columbus. To the Vikings, too, the dis-
covery of Canada is attributed since traces have been
found of their brief stay here, about the year 1000.
There is more certain proof that Basques and Bretons
by the hundreds fished for cod on the Grand Banks of
Newfoundland, years before the birth of Jacques Car-
tier, Some of these sailed along the shores of Labrador
to the harbour of Brest in the Strait of Belle Isle;
others adventured up the St. Lawrence River as far as
Tadoussac on the Saguenay where they established the
first known trading post in Canada and traded their
baubles and trinkets for the beaver- and otter-skins of
the Algonquins. But the visits of the Basque and
Breton fishermen achieved no lasting result, and the
existence of Canada remained a secret until the
voyages of the explorers revealed to the world the new
continent of America. The honour for this discovery
goes to Columbus.
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